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The education ministry plans to ask public elementary and junior high schools to cutlesson
hours from fiscal 2024 if they are confirmed to be sign_iﬁcandy.above the state-set standard.
In a move aimed at reducing the workload faced by téachers, the ministry intends to confirm
the total number of classroom hours at all public elementary and junior high schools across

the country by the end of the year.

(DMeasures have recently been taken to address the long hours that teachers in Japan face.

For example, some schools are adding more staff to assist teachers in routine tasks such as
printing handouts and receiving phone calls, and in other cases, private-sector staff are
replacing teachers during extracurricular activities. '

However, (@a teacher’s main job has become increasingly busy. Pundits point out that the

amount of classroom hours per teacher is also responsiblé for overwork.

The blanket inspection of lesson hours will be spelled out in a set of emergency proposals of
work-style reform measures that will be presented by the Central Council for Education, the
ministry’s advisory panel, in August. The emergency.proposals will precede a comprehensive
package of measures to be compiled by the council next spring.

Japan’s school curriculum guidelines set the standard of annual lesson periods per student at

*1,015. Schools where per-student annual lesson periods are 1,086 or more will be asked fo cut
back. One period last 45 minutes at elementary schools and 50 minutes at junior high schools.

The requests to reduce classroom hours will be made in time for the curriculum compilation

processes at each school for fiscal 2024, which starts in April next year.
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